University of Rhode Island

DigitalCommons@URI
National Commission on Libraries and
Information Science (1989-1990)

Education: National Endowment for the Arts
and Humanities, Subject Files I (1973-1996)

8-8-1989

National Commission on Libraries and Information Science
(1989-1990): Memorandum 01
Alexander D. Crary

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_61

Recommended Citation
Crary, Alexander D., "National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (1989-1990):
Memorandum 01" (1989). National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (1989-1990). Paper
18.
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_61/18

This Memorandum is brought to you for free and open access by the Education: National Endowment for the Arts
and Humanities, Subject Files I (1973-1996) at DigitalCommons@URI. It has been accepted for inclusion in
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (1989-1990) by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@URI. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@etal.uri.edu.

j

!

August 8.,
TO:

S n tor

FROM:
RE\

AD
Follo~p

..

call to White House

. In addi~ion to sending the attached letter to.,the White:
House ('per Charles B~nton' s request) urging qualified
.
.
appointments.to the National ComIµission on Libraries, you offeredr·
to follow up:with a telephone call.
.

If you decide to do so, I suggest that you call Chase
directly - although the staff person in his office
handling this Commission is Sharon Fitzpatrick.
U~termeyer

In addition to reiterating what you said in the letter; you
suggest three good names for the President's
consideration:
co~ld
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Carol DiPrete - Rier, Asst Dean for Academic Services .and ..·
Library at Roger Williams College, sister-in-law of Governor, you
wrote a personal letter to the President supporting her for the
commission on June 13. (resume attached)
Robert Wedgeworth - Black, former Executive Director of :ibe
American' Library Association, now Dean of the Columbia Universlty; ·.
School of. Library Services, had been an asst. librarian at Brown ...
University 1966-1969. (resume attached)
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Charles Reid - is currently a recess appointment on the·
Commission (expiring Dec 1989). He is a leading NJ republican
busin~ssman but very popular with the library community. Would
·make a good Chairman of the Library Commission. Is ·a neighbor q:f
the Bushes in Kenn~bunkport. You should urge his reappointment:
and ask that he be considered for Chairman. The biggest problem
in straightening th~ Commission· out is the current Reagan,,
appointed Chairman, Jerry Newman:~ Newman does not have the ·
confiden~e of the library community.
·;_.i ...

CHASE UNTERMEYER PHONE #:

:"'··.-

212-456-7060

'

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS. CHAIRMAN
CLAIBORNE PELL, RHODE ISLAND
HOWARD M. METZENBAUM, OHIO
SPARK M. MATSUNAGA, HAWAII
CHRISTOPHER J. 0000, CONNECTICUT
PAUL SIMON, ILLINOIS
TOM HARKIN, IOWA
BROCK ADAMS, WASHINGTON
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI, MARYLAND

ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH
NANCY LANDON KASSEBAUM. KANSAS
JIM JEFFORDS, VERMONT
DAN COATS. INDIANA
STROM THURMOND, SOUTH CAROLINA
DAVE DURENBERGER, MINNESOTA
THAO COCHRAN, MISSISSIPPI

tlnittd

NICK LITTLEFIELD, STAFF DIRECTOR AND CHIEF COUNSEL
KRISTINE A, IVERSON, MINORITY STAFF OIRECrnR

~tarts ~matt

COMMITIEE ON LABOR AND
HUMAN RESOURCES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6300

July 28, 1989
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

20500

Dear Mr. President:
We are writing in regard to the National Commission on
Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS), the independent and
non-partisan agency that advises both the executive and
legislative branches on library and information policy.
As members of the Senate authorizing committee concerned
with library issues, we wish to draw your attention to the factthat the terms of several members of the Commission expired on
July 19th and should be filled soon if the Commission is to
proceed most effectively with its functions.
This matter is of particular urgency because the Commission
must move ahead with planning for the White House Conference on
Library and Intorrnation Services which was authorized nearly one
year ago by Public Law 100-382 and is to be held no later than
September 1991. The recommendations corning out of this Conference
will be of help to us in shaping all future library legislation.
There are currently six Commission nominations for you to
make out of a total of fourteen. The fifteenth member is, by
statute, the Librarian of Congress.
In accordance with the NCLIS
law, five of these Commission members shall be professional
librarians or information specialists with the remainder being
persons having a special competence or interest in the needs of
our society for library and information services.
Now that the White House Conference has received partial
funding in the 1989 supplemental appropriations bill, the
Commission must begin planning this important endeavor in
earnest.
It is crucial, therefore, that high caliber individuals
with strong library and information science credentials be
nominated to make the Commission a truly effective body at this
especially critical time.
With regard and respect we are,

